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vote, Mr . C le r k .

ASSISTANT CLERK: 27 ayes, 2 nays, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT:
DeCamp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President and members, I would like t o
yield my closing time to Senator Johnson, Vard Johnson.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r V a r d J o h n s on .

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Mr. Speaker and members of the Legislature,
as a l l o f you know, I h ave be e n i n t i ma t e l y i nvo l v e d w i t h t he
debate on LR 16 and Initiative 300, just as Senator DeCamp and a
number of other senators here. I offered the k ill m otion
originally. The k ill motion wasapproved by a majority of the
members. On a reconsideration motion , t he ki l l mo t i on was
reconsidered and f ailed. LR 16 was kept al ive. We t h en
appointed a sp ecial task f orce . Se nat o r Conw a y was t h e
motivating factor o r t h e moving factor primarily for the task
force appointment. I sat through many hours, I gu e s s i t wa s
30 hours according to John Cavanaugh of the number of meetings,
on the task force. The task force did wrzte a ma>ority report.
There w as a v e r y s t r ong series of minority dissents to that
majority report. Subsequent to the task force r eport , a v ar i e t y
of senators have gotten together privately t o d i scu s s v ar i ou s
a l t e r n a t i v es t o an ou t r i gh t r epe al o f I n i t i at i v e 300 . At n o
time, at no time has there been anything approaching 25 votes
f ox a ny one ap p r o a ch , and to think of getting 30 votes for any
one approach is very, very dxffzcult. L R lo p r o b a b l y cou l d b e
k i l l e d, I supp o s e , b ut ma y b e i t cou xd n ' t be k i l l e d . LR 16 maybe
could be a mended, I don't know. I am znc l x ned t o t h i nk no t .
The better part of valor is to bracket the bill, i s t o b r ack et
t hi s m e a s u r e. I t wi l l no l onge r be consid e re d d u r i ng t he cou r se
of the legi slatzve session. Now the r e a s o n wh y t hi s h as come to
pass in m y vi ew is that the sue itself no longer belongs to
the Legislature, it belongs to the people. It belongs to the
people b ec a u s e i t was the people themselves who t o o k t h e
initiative route and put the matter znto the Constitution, and
i t x s no l onge r a l eg i s l at i v e i ssue , e ven t h o ugh t h e N e b r a s k a
Legislature deals with it, discusses it, ta lks about i t ,
d el i b e r a t e s on i t , r e f l ec t s on i t , ruminates on it like a cow
chewing its cud, even thou Ih we go through all those things, the
issue at thxs juncture transcends this Legislature. I t be l ong s
to the people. The people took the law x nto t h e i r o w n h a nds a s

Motion carries and the debate is closed. Senator
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